STAT I L. 

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/26 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403040003-1 

1 1 "<* "ew v 0 rk Times 
M he Washington T.mes 
rho Wall Street Journal 
The Christian Science Monitor 
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b nun Rogers target* it Jamal Ranwali, 
f Arafat's rising young stars. Ramwaii is 
n*ht articulit* w 


AGENTS OF INNOCENCE 
A Spy Story 
by David Ignatius 
’ (W.W. Norton : $17.95; 444 pp.) 

Reviewed by David Lamb 

I f a reader is looking for flaws, he will 
have difficulty finding any in David 
Ignatius’ first novel, "Agents of Inno- 
cence,” a fast-paced spy story set in Beirut 
The book is a first-rate achievement in the 
best tradition of Graham Greene-historical - 
ly accurate and fictionally engrossing. 

Like Ignatius, a former Wall Street Jour- 
nal reporter and now an editor at the 
Washington Post, I spent a lot of time in 
Beirut in 1982 and 1963, Our paths crossed 

Byantine world 
of Lebanon, but I must now admit that 
Ignatius learned it better than I and that his 
portrayal of the Middle Eart’s sp/appSituI 
adds a new dimension to my faadnaSmwiS 
th ^ 0rC *‘ “• Polling the region apart 
The novel covers the most turbulent years 
m Lebanon* sad history, from 1969, when 
Hin| tn4a !; 004 ***• Middle absorbed U S. 

enerfi !*’ 10 19M > wh «" US. 
foreign policy in the region lay in shambles 

and Americans had been driven from Leba- 

Xap£rs SU,Cide b ° mbm and ^d-eyed 

Tom Rogers, an undercover CIA agent 
who believes that honesty and openness still 
count in the world of espionage, arrives in 
Beirut in September, 1969, to take over the 
Palestinian "account” With terrorism taking 
on international dimensions, Washington is 
desperate to penetrate the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, and Rogers’ task is to 
recruit a high-level operative within a Fatah 
group run by the Old Man. who, though not 
identified as such, is Yasser Arafat 


Lamb is « national corresponds** for The 
Timet bated m Lot Angelet. 


The 

one of Arafat'. .» UiC /wunpnvs. turn wall is 
bnghL articulate aixFVery much the 
Palestinian nationalist When he's not in bed 
Til,*?. 0 ? But like many 

XT???*? “ ,ttnction the 
West and the bonds of his Arab culture, 

between his hope that the Palestinians’ 
destiny can be saved by the Americans and 
hu ^T* re "“ ,thatA,n « ri «“U»ee nemy. 

a ClTJS®?’ “^waii finally meet in 
a CIA safe house in Kuwait Ramwaii is 
uncomfortable, feeling like a trS5 to h! 

m A^^f h insia ^ n * ** h « w* 11 n«ver be 
he P"** to Rogers, with 
*"f 01d .** ,n • Wroval, a list of Palestinians 

ttaSSFu* i [° r the hliackin * 01 • Plane in 

JL'EJJJ? w “ ebamefuL But 

don t worry. We Arabs have grown used to 
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shame. It ia like our mother's miitr w • live 
onit “ * 

Ignatius haa done a skillful job of revealing 

m finest detail the inner workings of intelli- 
gence agencies in the Middle East He 
doesn’t lose control of the drains or the 
characters for a moment Into the web of 
intrigue, of dealing and double-dealing are 
brought the nervous, efficient IsraeU spy, 
Yakov Levi, Samir Fares, the suave head 5 
Lebanon s intelligence agency; Frank Hoff- 
man, the crusty CIA station chief who has 
lost his innocence but not his sense of 
de cenc y, and the Bombmaker, a Christian 

SSSS? TlSi f0r “ d “““V • teachea 

competing Lebanese factions how to rig 
explosive devices ifiimt etch other. 

TJe Bombinaker is a symbol of Lebanon 
itielf; billing is acceptable if for no other 
reaaoo than that it haa become a way of life. 
The only interests that matter are self- in - 
tereett, and the agenda of the foreigners in 
this stricken little country— the Americans, 


.>?. ^ ur ° peans - the Israelis— has 
iSL* d °5 ,th ending Lebanon's 
violence. What counts is minimiz- 
ing losses to maximize intelligence 
efforts in order to find out what 
SEE"** j" Lebanon ts 

^ers tracks down the 

haveffSl^ H 2“ Uon “ 

^aiuL r* J* 4 °i the way 
Lebanon ia going to self- 

MYway- Says Hoffman: 
world “O’ 1 job. We 
jjj^ t P rte *ta and we aren’t assas- 

the most frightening, 
disturbing place I have ever been 
m. and Ignatius captures the flavor 

£uv*r??£ “ d it3 pe °P'* beauti- 
fufly. fa the process, he carries us 

important phase of the 

r^ o S m R ?T« n P 0r ^b,sto 

tion of Lebanon and finally to th* 

-to iSt 

by terrorist explosives. 

<* Lebanon entw ine 
Rogers and Ramwaii's lives 

!“ *s* to. A. itataS 

m»y k b^Z^; tot he 

tolo^S^B"* * WW& 

nas U) a recruited agent who essen - 

gS the other side 

witsSfinlSi the two 

th» u?J?, il “J 0cenc «. learn is that in 

toMiddl.EutOMpvjdeirlylor 


Page 




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/26 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403040003-1 


&JL 


